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Kane County Names Creating Healthier Communities Grant Recipients 
 

Kane County is announcing today the recipients of the Creating Healthier Communities Grants, 
which will be aimed at addressing the issue of chronic diseases—one of the six major health 
risks facing Kane County residents identified in the Community Health Improvement Plan. The 
grant awards were made available to planning organizations through the Kane County Planning 
Cooperative.  Applications were reviewed and approved by the Kane County Regional Plan 
Commission. 
 
Funding was possible by the American Public Health Association. Kane County was one of six 
Health Departments chosen by the APHA from a competitive, nationwide field of more than 
121 applicants.  The$40,000 grant was given in recognition of the potential for the Kane County 
Planning Cooperative to help the County reach its goal to make Kane County’s residents the 
healthiest in Illinois. 
 
"Part of our Quality of Kane initiative, the 2040 Plan focuses on strengthening the prized 
qualities of Kane County, the shared values of our residents and the health of our children. 
Continued, broad-based participation in the Plan's implementation goals will be critical to 
maintaining the quality of life that we have come to cherish," said Kane County Board Chairman 
Karen McConnaughay. 

Funding was available to municipalities in Kane County as well as other public and civic 
organizations, including, but not limited to, park districts, school districts, hospitals, schools, 
and economic development organizations.  Notice of the grant opportunity was widely 
publicized and included personal outreach to municipalities. All recipients will be required to 
provide a partial match of fifty cents per dollar awarded in either in-kind or cash contributions.  
The portion of the project that is being funded by the grant will be required to be completed by 
December 31st, 2012.  
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“The Creating Healthier Communities Grants are a great start to the Kane County Planning 
Cooperative efforts to implement the 2040 Plan through use of the County’s combined 
planning resources,” said Regional Planning Commission Chair Glenn Morgenroth.  “In this 
climate of reduced resources, we anticipate accomplishing more together through the Planning 
Cooperative than the county, the municipalities and the other planning organizations can do 
alone.” 

 

The Kane County Planning Cooperative is the central core of the 2040 Implementation Strategy.  
The main mission of the Cooperative is to encourage education and information sharing related 
to planning and to assist with local planning decisions.  The Cooperative is staffed primarily with 
County planners from three departments – Development, Health and Division of Transportation 
(KDOT) – in addition to support from CMAP.  The primary goal is to fill the gaps for addressing 
current critical topics common to many of Kane County’s municipal and other partners by 
providing a local forum for education, analysis, communication, problem solving and by 
integrating health, transportation, and land use planning.  The Kane County Planning 
Cooperative is a resource for municipalities and other local planning efforts by providing a 
forum for information and discussion on critical planning issues and emerging trends.  
Participation is open to municipal staff, elected and appointed officials, and other decision-
makers. 

The Kane County Planning Cooperative Creating Healthier Communities Grant will provide 
funding support to initiatives that implement one or more of the Kane County 2040 Plan’s six 
high priority health, land use and transportation policy recommendations.   
 
The following six high-priority policy recommendations are incorporated into the 2040 Plan:  
1. Developing municipal bike- and walk-ability plans  
2. Establishing/expanding Community gardens  
3. Expanding smoke-free campuses  
4. Expanding safe routes to school plans to all nine school districts  
5. Achieving USDA Healthier US School Challenge standards in all nine school districts  
6. Instituting comprehensive, evidenced-based workplace wellness policies  
 
Widespread implementation of the six policies will have a positive, measurable population 
health impact, decrease chronic disease burden and reduce health disparities in Kane County. 
To view a draft of the 2040 Plan please visit www.countyofkane.org. 
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Creating Healthier Communities Grant Recipients 

Organization Project Name 
Funds 
Awarded 

Village of Campton Hills Trails Planning: Develop a plan for biking, 
walking and horse trails to provide connectivity 
to the Great Western trail as well as to two 
elementary schools. 

$5,000 

Active Transportation Alliance Complete Stations: Analysis of the seven Metra 
stations in Kane County to determine if the 
facilities are completely bicycle and pedestrian 
accessible. 

$5,000 

Elgin Community Garden Network Raising Awareness of Elgin’s Community 
Gardens: Raise residents’ awareness of the 
presence of community garden’s within walking 
or biking distance from their homes through 
the use of social media. 

$5,000 

St. Charles Park District Fit & Free – STCPD Trail Action Plan: Project 
components include an engineering study to 
determine exact trail lengths, development of a 
Quick Response (QR) code of the trail/exercise 
paths, printed material for distribution, Fitness 
Kiosks at the four parks, web site enhancement 
and QR code access in 3 media options. 

$5,000 

St. Charles Park District River Bend Community Garden Water Main 
Extension: Engineering study to determine cost 
effective manner to provide essential water 
system to proposed community gardens at 
River Bend Park. 

$5,000 

Kane County Walkability planning in unincorporated 
Aurora, St. Charles and Dundee Townships 
Identify needs and develop plans to assist the 
townships and the municipalities to work 
together with the County to improve 
walkability and active living opportunities in 
unincorporated areas. 

$5,600 
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